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H o w e v e r , w ith  our  
landscapes ever changing
into the Eighties, the ta lk

1

Sheila McGibbon —

Sheila has 
happy 
memories 
of Juno

P L A Y I N G  M r s .  
Tancred in “Juno and the 
P ayeock ” at the Arts 
Theatre brings such sweet 
memories flooding back 
f o r  a c t r e s s  S h e i la  
McGibbon.

For the first time she 
ever saw the Sean O’Casey 
play was in the Thirties 
when the famous Abbey 
Theatre company came 
north with the production 
to the Opera House.

“I can still see that great 
actor F. J. McCormick up 
there on the stage in front 
of me and E ileen Crowe as 
Juno and Michael Dolan 
as the Captain.

"They’re all dead now, 
but ever since that night 
O’Casey has been alive for 
me. I love his plays and 
love working in them.”

F . J., recalls Sheila, went 
on to Hollywood and a- 
career in films.
□n

“He w as in ‘Odd Man 
Out; th a t fam ous movie 
about the IRA, w ith James 
M a s o n ,  w h o  h a d  a 
m em orable death  scene 
and w as seen seated  in a 
snug of the Crow n Bar, 
opposite the O pera House.

“F. J. was a cabby in 
‘Odd M an O ut’ — it m ust 
h a v e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  
m em ories of Juno  fo r him 
w hen the cam eras w ere 
rolling outside the Crown 
only yard s  from  th e  O pera 
H ouse.”

S h e ila ’s m um , Mary 
(dad w as p ro fe s s io n a l 
ac tor Jack G avin from  
w hom she inherited  a  love 
of the theatre), is 90 now 
a n d  r e m e m b e  r s  
M cC orm ick  com ing  to 
B elfast again in 1935.

He w as ad jud ica to r a t a 
d ra m a  fe s tiv a l in  S t. 
M ary’s Hall w here Sheila, 
o n l y  a c h i l d ,  w a s  
perform ing.

“I w as  e m b a rra s se d  
because the adjud icato r 
w as a fam ily friend ,” she 
recalls.

These days, tu rn ing  in 
th ree perform ances a day 
in a w ork by her favourite 
p l a y w r i g h t ,  S h e i l a  
M c G ib b o n  is in  h e r  
element.

by a m an called M cCord 
com es a t an  ap p rop ria te
time.

Eliza 
returns

THE Circle T heatre  are j 
staging an  actio n replay 
— the d ram a group are ; 
putting  on the ir second j 
p r o d u c t io n  of S h a w ’s | 
“Pygm alion” in a m atter j  
of m onths. You could say 
the w heel has gone full i 
circle.

“The first in Novem ber j  
w as highly p ra ised  and ! 
played to full houses every J  
n i g h t , ”  s a y s  I r e n e  I 
Maxwell.

So w hat be tte r  reason 
fo r putting  it on a second 
time. Especially w hen a lot 
of schools eager to take  it 
in couldn’t get tickets back 
then.

.“ P y g m a l i o n , ”  th e  
second tim e a round , will 
go on from  tonight until 
S a t u r d a y .  H a r r y  
Montgomery and Debbie 
D avidson will rep ea t the ir 
roles as P rofessor Higgins 
a n d  E l iz a  D o o li t t le .  
D irector again w ill be 
Cathleen Arthurs. And 
the production  is a t the 
G roup Theatre.


